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English 1 College Prep 
Required Reading Abstracts 

 
 

Required 
 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
This book is a 1961 Pulitzer Prize winning novel about prejudices of race, gender, social 
class, and growing up in the Deep South during the Depression.  Two young people deal 
with these prejudices as they watch their father defend a black man unjustly accused of 
raping a white woman.  Some racially offensive language is included.  The 
symbolism of the mockingbird is used to bring about the themes of innocence and the 
need to protect it.  As Miss Maudie points out in the novel, “Mockingbirds don’t do one 
thing but make music for us to enjoy.  That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” 
 

Mythology by Edith Hamilton 
This work is considered by most authorities to be the most comprehensive and accurate 
translation of Greek and Roman classic myths.  The author, Edith Hamilton, is a 
renowned classical scholar.  She introduces students to ancient mythological figures, 
and describes their adventures in vivid detail.  She provides helpful lineage charts and 
illustrations based on ancient sources.  Exposure to Greek and Roman mythology is 
crucial because of the frequent classical allusions found in modern literature.  This 
work contains mild sexual references and descriptive violence. 
 

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare  
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet is one of the most popular plays of all time.   
Teenagers from two feuding families meet, fall in love, and marry secretly.  The priest 
who performs the ceremony hopes their union will repair the rift between the feuding 
Capulets and Montagues.  The couple’s love is no match for this ancient quarrel, and a 
series of tragic misunderstandings leads ultimately to their deaths.  The plot, characters, 
and themes of this tragedy have inspired scores of modern novels, short stories, and 
screenplays.  Parents are advised that Romeo and Juliet contains mild sexual 
references and innuendo. 
 
 

Options (Choose at least one) 
 
Animal Farm by George Orwell 
Animal Farm, an allegory and one of Orwell’s most highly acclaimed works, uses the 
events of the Russian Revolution to satirize totalitarianism.  It has been established as a 
modern classic and is characterized as a razor-edged fairy tale for grownups, which 
addresses the problem of how to combine power with ideals.  The author uses animals 
as characters and symbols of historical figures.  The New York Times considers Animal 
Farm a “wise, compassionate, and illuminating fable for our times.”  This novel 
contains some mild violence but no profanity.  Many colleges and universities 
consider this novel to be essential reading. 
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Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
The story of fireman Guy Montag first appeared in “The Fireman,” a short story 
published in Galaxy Science Fiction in 1951.  The story was expanded two years later 
into this classic novel that tells of a future where firemen are hired to start fires rather 
than put them out.  The themes of censorship and defiance are as important today as 
they were when the book was first published fifty years ago when the mild profanity 
and one character’s drug use caused controversy.  While it is classified as science 
fiction, it is first and foremost a social criticism that shows the danger of suppressing 
thought by oppressive governments.  It is a perfect vehicle for discussions about the 
first amendment, censorship, and the importance of intellectual freedom. 

 
 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
This novel tells the story of a group of British boys who are stranded on a deserted 
island together after a plane crash.  The boys learn the importance of society and rules 
and experience first-hand what can occur when they are absent.  William Golding’s work 
has been chosen as Outstanding Novel of the Year by E. M. Forster, and he was named 
the 1983 Nobel Laureate in Literature.  Golding’s novels are known for his use of 
realism, and his writing is often compared to that of Joseph Conrad.  Because of his 
use of realism, this work contains some mild profanity, sexual imagery, and 
violence. 

 
 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
Monster is a familiar story written in an unusual format.  On trial for his alleged role as 
the “lookout” in a fatal drugstore robbery, 16-year-old Steve, an aspiring filmmaker, 
chronicles his experience in the format of a movie script.  Journal writings that reveal 
Steve’s inner feeling are interspersed throughout the script, and these interruptions 
provide Myers the opportunity to fully develop his protagonist and create a sense of 
ambiguity that deepens the novel.  As the fast-paced courtroom drama unfolds, readers 
must determine whether Steve really is a “monster,” or just a young man caught up in 
an adult world he is not yet ready to face.    

 
 
Nothing But the Truth by Avi 
When Philip Malloy’s failing English grade prevents him from running track, he decides 
to exact a little revenge on his teacher, Miss Narwin.  Philip’s decision to hum during the 
national anthem (when he is supposed to stand at “respectful, silent attention”) soon 
turns into a national debate when his parents take his side and turn the incident into a 
matter of patriotism.  Various perspectives on the ordeal are revealed through journal 
entries, letters, memos, other documents, and dialogue.  The outcome of the conflict 
leaves the reader with much to ponder about power, communication, the flaws inherent 
in any system, and the far-reaching consequences of seemingly small decisions.      
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The Odyssey by Homer 
This classic epic poem describes the efforts of Trojan War Hero Odysseus to return 
home to Ithaca.  After insulting the mythical god Poseidon, Odysseus is forced to endure 
a ten-year ordeal as he battles monsters, witches, spirits, and native armies in the 
ancient Mediterranean region.  With the assistance of his primary defender and 
confidant, the goddess Athena, Odysseus finally returns home to reunite with his son, 
defeat his wife’s suitors, and reclaim the throne of his nation-state.  This important 
literary work set the standard for all modern quest stories, and inspired generations of 
poets, novelists, and screenwriters.  Parents are advised that The Odyssey 
contains mild sexual references and descriptive violence. 

 
 
Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman 
Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel is, quite literally, trapped inside his own body.  
Shawn suffers from cerebral palsy and has no muscle control; yet Shawn lives an active 
life inside his own head—a happy life, until he begins to suspect that his father is 
plotting to kill him out of mercy.  With no way to communicate to anyone, how can 
Shawn convince his father that he is thankful just to be alive?  Teens who feel trapped 
by their circumstances, feel a lack of control over their lives, or who struggle to 
communicate with their parents will no doubt feel an empathetic kinship with the 
narrator of this powerful novel. 

 
 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
The publication of the novella The Old Man and the Sea near the end of Ernest 
Hemingway's writing career restored his flagging reputation as a writer.  The Old Man 
and the Sea works on multiple levels of theme, imagery, and symbolism.  It has been 
compared to Herman Melville's Moby Dick (1851) and to Samuel Taylor Coleridge's "The 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner" (1798) -- great tales of sea adventure and the testing of 
human endurance.  The story depicts a world in which the heroic and the mundane 
intermingle.  In 1953, Hemingway received the Pulitzer Prize, and the work was 
influential in securing for him the Nobel Prize in Literature the following year. 

 
 


